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With the many scandals and corporate misdeeds that continue to plague corporations
the world over, corporate governance continues to be an important element in the
corporate structure. Yet, corporate governance, if seen only as a process based
quantitative concept, will not be the antidote to corporate collapses. Only if it is
viewed as a combined process based quantitative concept as well as a people led
qualitative concept can it even begin to aid in minimising corporate failures. This
is a repetitive theme in this book.

The Basic Essentials of Corporate Governance is intended to provide the beginner as
well as the busy executive with a grasp of the key concepts of corporate governance.
These include the workings of the Code of Corporate Governance, the officers
responsible for ensuring that proper processes are put in place, the importance of
hiring officers and directors with a high level of integrity, the duties and responsibilities
of the officers and directors, the role of audit and the auditors, and the disclosure
requirements that the company, the directors and the shareholders must comply
with. Importantly, the book also provides guidance on how to implement a
corporate governance strategy in the company. The nebulous concept of
‘independence’ is also dealt with in detail, with a practical approach adopted in
defining it.

The book is written in a simple and easy to read style. The coverage extends to
Singapore and Malaysia, although the book remains a useful tool for corporates,
directors and officers in the other countries as well.

The author, Kala Anandarajah, is an internationally recognised leading corporate
governance lawyer who has been included, amongst others, in An International
Whds Who Of Leading Corporate Governance Lawyers in 2002 and 2004. She has
written very widely on corporate governance, including the comprehensive Corporate
Governance Compliance, which extends coverage to all the key Asian countries.
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